
Rothwell-Osnabruck Feeder Group of Schools 
 
Feedback Received: 
 

 Keep both R-O and LSPS open, they are the hubs of our villages. 

 Keep R-O JK-12, enrollment at R-O has only declined due to UCDSB removing French Immersion. Bring back 
French Immersion to R-O in all grades. 

 Keep the existing boundaries with LSPS feeding R-O. 

 LSPS is a thriving school and should remain open. 

 Both LSPS and R-O facilities are in great condition as per the Board’s report. 

 Do not bus our children out of their community, many walk to school. 

 The growth rate in South Stormont is double any municipality in SDG - we need our schools. 

 The community supports the Save South Stormont Schools Solution. 
 
Alternate Recommendations: 
 
Solution: 
 
Keep LSPS and R-O Secondary open, keep the current UCDSB school boundaries with LSPS feeding R-O and bring back 
French Immersion for all grades at R-O so that students do not have to bus out of boundary for French language 
programming. This would result in LSPS being at 96% capacity and R-O being at 97% capacity. 
 
Our self-sustaining solution; LSPS and R-O are high performing schools, with great FCIs located in the centre of thriving 
communities and our solution addresses the UCDSB’s issue of excess pupil spaces in our schools and will save the Board 
money in busing. 

Rationale: 
 
Bring back French Immersion for all grades at R-O so that students do not have to bus out of boundary for French 
language programming: 

 The phasing out of the late Immersion program along with not granting R-O with EFI is the reason the 
enrollment at R-O has declined since LSPS had to bus out of their boundary. 

 The community of South Stormont have been requesting a dual track program since 2005. Although it has now 
been implemented, the dual track programming is only from JK-Grade 3, this has caused elementary students in 
Ingleside to have to bus out of their community to attend LSPS or choose the co-terminous JK-Grade 8 school 
Our Lady of Good Counsel located directly across the street from R-O. 
 

Keep the current UCDSB school boundaries with LSPS feeding R-O: 

 The current STEO (March 2015) boundaries as outlined in the R-O feeder SIP should be maintained. 

 LSPS families have requested on several occasions to feed to R-O Secondary. In 2005 a delegation to UCDSB 
requested a bus from Long Sault to R-O and during the Boundary 2020 process, LSPS families were surveyed by 
the Parent Council and it was identified that they wished to feed R-O over any other school in the Board. Now, 
during the Building for the Future PAR, through community consultation and UCDSB survey feedback, LSPS 
families have once again spoken that they wish to feed R-O Secondary. 

 
Keep LSPS and R-O Secondary open: 

 The UCDSB has already identified the desire to have all schools have a dual track program. With dual track 
programming completely implemented at R-O and the boundary set to stay the same as it stands currently, the 
result will be LSPS at 96% capacity and R-O at 97% capacity. 

 
 
 
 



Items to consider: 

 The LSPS FCI is 32.4%, The R-O FCI is 30.0% 

 Closing LSPS would leave Long Sault with NO school, Closing R-O Secondary would leave the Township of South 
Stormont, the fastest growing municipality in all the Counties with NO secondary school 

 There is co-terminous JK to Grade 8 competition located directly across the street from R-O.  

 A JK-12 school has lower operating costs; there is one custodial staff, one administrative staff, facilities are 
shared among the elementary and secondary students. There is also additional funding available for JK-12 
schools 

 R-O is a school with one of the highest number of students who walk to school. Allowing LSPS and R-O students 
to walk to school will not only keep our children healthy mentally and physically but will also save the Board 
significant funds in busing 

 30% of elementary students and 35% of secondary students at R-O receive special education services, 
transitioning to another school would be most difficult for these students 

 Busing students out of the home community will have a negative physical, mental and emotional effect. Access 
to extracurricular activities will be reduced, being able to work on the family farm or have after school 
employment in the home community will no longer be possible, students will have less time for sleep, 
homework, volunteering, socializing and time with family 

Close Connection to Community: 

 R-O has a partnership with the St. Lawrence Parks Commission and Hoople Creek Farm to deliver the 
experiential Making it Real program. R-O students are an invaluable asset to the St. Lawrence Parks in preparing 
their golf course, beaches, campgrounds and Upper Canada Village for their tourist season 

 Students are able to obtain their volunteer hours through many events organized throughout the community 
such as the annual Ingleside Firefighter Challenge 

 Several local businesses offer co-op placements to R-O students allowing them to get a 1, 2, 3 or 4 credit co-op 
placement right in their own community without needing transportation 

 With the St. Lawrence River, beaches, bike trails and the Upper Canada Migratory Bird Sanctuary within walking 
distance, there are multiple opportunities for students of all ages to learn about science and nature. These sites 
are often used for the Media Arts course and the two credit Outdoor Education and Environmental Science 
course all without requiring busing 

 Ingleside businesses provide part-time employment for students helping them fund their post-secondary 
education 

 
Economic Impact: 

 It is estimated that the Township of South Stormont would have an annual loss of $7.5 million dollars if R-O 
Secondary and LSPS close 

 The Township of South Stormont is the fastest growing municipality in all of the Counties with its growth being 
double that of the others 

 The Township of South Stormont is projected to become the largest municipality of SD&G  

 The population of South Stormont is 12,617 

 With closing schools and leaving Long Sault with no school at all and all of South Stormont with no secondary 
school the future of our community is at risk 
 

Our self-sustaining solution cannot be ignored; LSPS and R-O are high performing schools, with great FCIs located in 
the centre of thriving communities and our solution addresses the UCDSB’s issue of excess pupil spaces in our schools 
and will save the UCDSB money in busing. 
 

 
 

 


